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T ' \wasaington Post Stalf Writers' ’
-During two weeks in 1975, a strirg
of the nation’s supersensitive-nuclear
missila launch sites and bomber bases-
were visited by unidentified, low-fly="
ihg and elusive objects, according to
Defense Department reports." LA

The sightings, made vmnauy, and on-
radarby air and ground' crews. and.
sabotaga-alert forces;: occurred at in<
stailations inMontana, Michigan and |
Maine; and led to extensive: but- unsun-s
cessiul Air Force attempis to trackn
and detain the ob]ects.‘w
' 'Alr Force:and Defens _Department
‘records variously . deseribe:fhes objects
-as. .helicopters,.; am:raft;,unknown*en-
‘tities and brightly lighted; fAst-moving,
vemcles that hovered - overx-—nucleas
weauons storage. axea&and: ey“aded.all_
pursmt efforts. i Ple

~In several mstances, aﬂer. base. s~
curztv had beern penetrated, the Airs
Force sent fighter.planes and: air-
borne command planes<aloft. to- carry-
on the unsuccessful pursuit. The ree..
ords do not indicaterif’ the»:ﬂghtem
fired on the intruders.: RUE IO

- “The documents. also»gzve’na mdxca-
tmn that the airspace incursions pro--
voked much more than lucal command-
concern. - e St 1

But.a Nov. 11, 1975 directrve £rom
the office of the secretary of the Alir.
Foree' instructed : public information
staffers to avoid linking-the-scattered
: swhtmgs unless specifically asked. 4
-An - Air Force press-offfcer ‘whod

-deals with UFO inquiries said He could :
‘have no-comment. yesterday-an. q
tions about. veneral- security’ and. m:h
tary responses related: to.ths rash’ of
sightings: at, strategic' mstaﬂatiom m,{
19“’5:* N LT r""“—“'.ﬂh

Z The Defensa, Departmen;t ,posrhon,-

“cited in that memo and reiterated. yess
“Fterday by a departmental spokesmany}
¢is that formal investigation of umden-

tified flying obects (UFOs). ended in’

+1969 and that there were’ noplans for
*repewed Air- Foree: mvestigaﬂon. # "4

" Yet another Air Force intemgence
report indicated extensive’-interest in}
‘a 1976 incident over Iram, when'two
JIranian Air Foree F4 Phantom- fighter
-planes were scrambled to encounter-a
.brightly hghted obxect irr the- skies
" .near Tehran. . L 49

_That objeet was tracke&by Iraman )

- °rm.u:zd radar, seen’independently: by
‘the crew of a-commerecial airliner and
‘pursued by the P4, which, according to

the report, ewemn@?prMW‘ReIeaset@ﬁdkﬂl&&n QMQM 1

‘of their electronic communications’

devices when-they neared the object
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“The report, compiled by American’
_officials, said ~that the ‘electronic
weapous system of one of the planes
went dead when its pilot prepared to
fire an AIMO missile at a smaller ab-
ject that appeared to roar ouf from
the larger vehicle, 7

.The planes: electronic equzpment
'reportedly became operative‘aiter
they.veersd. away from the smaller ob-
ject, whicirhad returned to the larger;

light, the - ‘report.said.’ Iranians det

scribed: the-larger objeét, with: cola .

.ored; fast-flashing hghta, a.1 tl;.a size o
a Boeing 707 jetliner; -

. The  information on, tha | 1973 and'
'1976 sightings-~records from the Air
.Foree and the North American Air
Defense Command (MORAD) —was
turned over to Ground Saucer Watch
(GSW), a Phoenix-based orca.mzauon
thal: monitors UFO reports. ..
- GSW obtained the mformanon
thmugh a freedom-of- In.formation re-
quest to the Air Force,’one of a num-
ber it has made to government agen-
cies involved in UFOQ investigations.
A similar request to the CIa, made
.both by GSW and The Washington
Post, resulted in. the CIA’s turning
‘over almost 900 pages of documents
related. to its momtonng of UFO re—
ports since the 1950s..

The CIA was dxrected by a U S. DIS-
tHict Court judge here last. year to
turn over to Ground -Saucer Watch
UFQ data unrel.ated to natmual secu-
rxt
’ 'i"he agency, according to GSW ofti-
cials and attorneys, apparently has
withheld some- UFO records, "and
‘:GSW says it intends to seek. further
‘conrt action i the case. .iorinw o e
{'“The Air Force and other federal
military - and intelligence ‘agencies)
‘have. jmaintained consistently - that|
‘sx,nt:mgs of unidentified - flying: - ob
‘jects have logical. explanations—{hat]
.the UFO.'. are, not vmtors from "an-
“other 'world, 1t N E A o 'r

The-CIA:- documents ara—“larﬂe!r
colleeuon of worldwide intelligenc
reports, newspaper articles . an
agency memoranda relating to “UFO
;sightings and theories of extraterres
tnal Life. .73~ ;‘- N, ’?":;

£ . The CIA'S. posﬁion. raiterated':yeﬂ-
Aterday—by a spokesman, 1» that it has
had no involvement with UFOs since
1953, when a special study panel con-
cluded that they presented mo t threat
to national security, iz ¥ :

While memos. from as Tecently as
1977 are included in the 879 pages, the
CIA spokesman said the agency con-

- ,y.._.

‘timues to be “a passive recipient” of]

terial is analyzed.. . o imo St

STAT

Approved For Release 2004/10/13 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000300070004-1

Craft?

“"Todd Zechel, a GSW- mvestlvator(
‘and director of another organizaton,
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy, sald.}
j‘We’ve had to pry looss evary item ot
information we have. I am inclined to.
believa the government doesn't know
any more about UFOs than we do, but]
if UFQs are what thay say—nothing—
‘why dan’t- they-‘-open then* ﬁles
tota.nyv" T i
* Zechel and Wmiam Spmﬂding. a
Fhoenix . engineer: and director o£1
GSW said that Defens«a, the WForce*
and the National-~ Security &dencp
.(NSA) have-refused to turn over cer-
*.tain other informatiomn that would
shed more light on: military encoun-
ters with unidentified flying objects. *

Zechel, a former NSA employe whao.
now lives in Wisconsin, said that the
1973 incidents around the missile and
bomber facilities would not have been
revealed had it not been for a “leak’
f.rom a Pentagon seurce. . _ |

- That tip, he said, led to the mlorma-:
tion request that produced the reportsj
on the “flap,” as a rash of UFQ inci
dents i3 called, in tha last days of Oc~
tober and the firstitwe weeks of \Io-{
vember 1975, .. qvit

~The Air Forcw and NORAD data
provzded -detailed. accounts of sight-
-ings of unexplained objects from Lor
ing Air Force Bm-in. Mains, Wurt
‘smith AFB in Michigan and Malm-
strom AFB in . Monta.na, all within .2
two-week penod.- NN K
At those and. _other mmaile»launch—
mv sites in the northem tier of states,
‘military personnsi reported that the
objects hovered over nuclesr weapons
storage areas, Iir’ some cases as low as
10 feet, from . the ground, and m.lSSlleL
sxlos before they departed. =~
. ‘The reports referred to the abjects
in some - cases- ‘asi“hellcopters, “al-d
“though - no: witness Trhade a positive:
identificationi The sounds the objectsd
emitted were-described as bemg :zu.u'u-J
Iarto helicoptermnoiser=,:. w325 Ji
.- In one:such; munce, on Nov."r
197:), - at - “Malmstrom :+ AFB, Capt.u
Thomas W, O’ann,.who had just left
‘duty as a missile:launch officer; saidi
an sircraft resembling a helicopter am
proached the silo area.. .
" He and hxs deputy heard’ what thev
jthoubht was“a‘'Helicopter: rotor over
.the building where they’ were resting..
The unidentified:deputy. looked -out
‘the window and saw “the silhouette of
a large aircraft hovering about 10 to
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